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Lacerta mostoufi Baloutch, 1976
Dasht-e Lut lacerta

LIZARDS OF IRAN

Lacerta mostoufi Baloutch, 1976:1379-1384, figs. 1-2 {Type locality: Deh Satm, 31°12'N, 59°19°E,
about 200 km N Malek Mohammad Mountains; Holotype: MMTT 1382).

Dingnosis: {Fig. 115) Transverse series
of veatral plates with nearly rectilinesr poste-
rior margins, in § longitudinal series; dorsal
scajes keeled, 46 scross midbody; single post-
nasal; collar servated; 17-23 gulars on mid-
tine of throat from third pair of chin shields to
collar; 25 lamellse under fourth toe; venter
grayish or bluck.

Color pattern: In alcohol, dorsum en-
tirely black, gular region and lower surfaces
of feet and digits whitish, venter brilliant
black with coloriess borders. In life, dorsum
gray or olive, lower surface of femur pale
yetiow, venter grayish or blackish, {(Balouich,
1976:1381-1383).

Skze: Snout-vent 63 mm, tail 123 mm.

Habitat: Baloutch’s notes on the habitat
do not indicate the substrate on which these
lizards occur, but the region of the Malek
Mohammad Mountains is in the Dasht-¢ Lug,
where precipitation and humidity are very
fow, the soil salty, and the scanty vegetation

H ’ k4
Figure 115, Lacerts mostonfi, holotype. (From
Baloutch, 1976, fig. 2.) Reprinted with permission
Muséuns Nationad & Histoire Nawrelh

includes Catligonum, Seidiitzia, and Artemisia herba-albe. Such rain a5 occurs falls from
October to May. The village of Deh Salm has date palms snd other vegetation, the vegetation
decreasing toward the mountains, where there are few shrubs. The soil is sandy, precipitation
is greater than in the Malek Mohammad Mountains, and shrubby vegetation consists of
Tamarix, Seidiitzia, Calligonum, and Halo-xylon. {Baloutch, 1976:1383-1384).
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Distribution: Known only from the Dasht-¢ Lut
in Baluchistan, 8001000 m elevation,

Remarks: This species is known only from the
male holotype and two juvenile paratypes, The origi-
nal description is not sufficiently detailed to place it
with certainty within one of Amold’s sections of the
genus, or even to place it in the key, except tenta-
tively. Its small adult size, the implication that it has
a single postnasal, the apparent character of the ven-
tral plates, and the author’s statement that it is related
to Lacerta saxicola argue for its position in Amold’s
Lacerta part I1. If 6 pairs of chin shields is the normal
condition for this species, it shares this character with L. chlorogaster (in which the third
pair is small); other Iranian members of this genus have 5 (normally 4, or the fifth small in
L. media). Apparently, it is strongly melanistic, again unique for Iranian species, and this
might be an adaptation to dark surfaces such as basalt outcrops, although the substrate at
site of capture was not stated. The description is not detailed as to the condition of the ventral
plates and the illustration suggests that it is intermediate between those species having the
very rectilinear juxtaposed plates of saxicolous members of part Il of the genus and the
trapezoidal imbricate plates with notched margins characteristic of part 1. This and the
serrated collar would argue for a ground-living species in part II, according to Amold
(1973:318-320). It resembles L. chlorogaster and L. praticola in the keeled dorsals and
serrated collar, but differs from both in the greater number (12) of plates in the collar (7-9
in L. chlorogaster and L. praticola); it further differs from L. chlorogaster in having fewer
lamellae under the 4th toe and from L. praticola in the smaller dorsal scales.

Herman A. J. in den Bosch (pers. commun.) has examined a paratype (MNHP 1976.81,
formerly MMTT 1584) and informs me that he regards it as a specimen of L. praticola.
Armold (pers. commun., 25 November 1995) concurs. If this identification is correct, it
strongly suggests that there has been a mix-up of specimens and/or data. Baloutch showed
me his three specimens in 1975 before he published his description. These bore no tags'and
were in a jar with specimens of other species of lizards. I did not examine them under
magnification, nor compare them with other material or published information, and my
recollections of the animals are far too faint to make further comment. Eiselt (1995:70)
suggests that the description of the color may indicate formalin-darkening,

The biogeographic implications of the discovery of a species of Lacerta some 500 km
cast-northeast of its nearest congener in part I (L. princeps) and some 850 km southeast of
its closest part I neighbor (L. defilippii) make it of considerable interest, whether it is a valid
species, or an isolated population of a previously described species.
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